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Information about radio stations and applications for radio licenses: 

Tools from the FCC: 

Consolidated Database System (CDBS) (http://licensing.fcc.gov/prod/cdbs/pubacc/prod/cdbs_pa.htm)

CDBS is the FCC's database which includes information about licensed radio stations and all of the legal paperwork they file with the FCC.  Here you can find “official” information about stations, but it may not always be up to date or accurate.  There are a few different ways to access it: 

FM Query (http://transition.fcc.gov/mb/audio/fmq.html)

This search tool uses the information from CDBS but is specifically designed to search for FM radio stations.  When you locate a station in FM query the system will give you all the information about it in the CDBS system, as well as some additional options, so its the search you should use to get in depth info about a station.  

Search tips: 

· When you search for call number, include -LP after the call letters

· Use the “service” drop down field to search for only LPFM.  Choose Low Power FM (FL) 

· Use the “record types” field to search for on air or licensed stations.  This can be a fuzzy definition, but generally “licensed stations” are on air stations, “construction permits” are either newly licensed stations in the process of being built, or operating stations who are authorized to make changes to their facilities.  “Pending applications” are people whose applications have not been awarded yet (or never will be!) 

Once you finish your search, you will get a list of matching stations.  You can also specify of you would like to export your search results into a csv file instead of viewing them on screen (though this will not include all the information about these applications, just a basic list. )  

On the results list page, click on the call letters of a station to see information about it.  Basic info will be listed at the top of the page, and there will be a series of links to further info at the bottom.  Here are some useful places in that mass of links: 

· Application list – this is a list of all the applications that station has ever filed.  You can see the name of the licensee and check their newest application for contact info.  This list gives you a history of what the station has done at the FCC.  

· Map: Service contour on google map – this shows you the protected service contour of the station (they may be heard outside this contour.) 

CDBS Public Access (http://licensing.fcc.gov/prod/cdbs/pubacc/prod/cdbs_pa.htm)

This is the FCC's search tool for CDBS.  There are different search options available on this page. 

· Search for station information: this allows you to search for stations based on criteria about the station.  You will get a less detailed list than FM query, but there are more search options. 

· Search for application information: this allows you to search for applications, and the stations associated with them, by criteria about applications.  Again, this gives a simpler list than FM query, but has other search options related to applications.   

CDBS files (http://transition.fcc.gov/mb/databases/cdbs/)

Here you can download the data files that make up CDBS. 

This is an advanced technique, and you may want to look into it if: 

-you want to search on a field that is available 

-you want to export a whole set of data about LPFMs that you can't get to from FM query

In order to use these files you will need to look up the field names that are listed on the website, and link the tables you are interested in together using Excel or some sort of database software.  

Other tools for finding LPFM stations: 

LPFM database (http://www.angelfire.com/nj2/piratejim/lpfm.html)

What: a listing by state of all LPFMs 

Highlights: 

-most accurate listing of who is currently broadcasting available

-links to stations websites 

-no search

Made by: Individual radio enthusiast, using data from FCC as well as his own research about stations on the air

REC Networks (http://home.recnet.com/lpfm)

What: collection of search tools for LPFMs and spaces for LPFMs

Highlights: 

-searches for existing stations of all types, as well as availability and presents results on a map

-easier to search by community name than FM query

Made by: LPFM advocate using data from the FCC and additional mapping tools

Community Media Database (http://communitymediadatabase.org/)

What: listing of LPFMs, full power Non commercial stations, and community access stations

Highlights:

-future home of LPFM survey data

-maps of all LPFM stations 

Who: Community Access advocate with foundation funding 

FCCinfo (http://www.fccinfo.com)

What: alternate search tool for FCC database

Highlights: 

-a few other search options

-BUT: no quick way to only search for LPFM

Who: Broadcast Engineering firm using data from the FCC database 

Tools to find FCC rules, regulations, and proceedings

Important numbers: 

Section 73 of the FCC rules governs radio!

Section 73 SubPart G of the FCC rules governs LPFM stations (sections 801-331)!

The docket or proceeding number for the LPFM rulemaking is 99-25 !

Tools from the FCC: 

FCC rules from the FCC website (http://transition.fcc.gov/oet/info/rules/)

The links on this page will send you to the sections of the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations, where you can browse the text of the rules online. There is also a link to a search tool. 

FCC rules in PDF (http://wireless.fcc.gov/index.htm?job=rules_and_regulations)

This page list the various sections, the links are to pdfs of the rules from the Government Printing office.

Electronic Comment Filing System (http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs/)

This page will let you search for comments filed through the rulemaking process.  This only goes back to 1992.  There are a couple of different search option.  

Search for filings: use this to search for comments filed in any proceeding or docket.  You can search by date, filer, docket number, or others.  

   Search tips: 

· the system will insert a date that's recent in the From field, so your results will be limited if you don't erase that 

Search for Proceedings: use this to search for a certain proceeding.   This is a good way to find all the things filed in a specific docket, and check to see it there is anything new.  

    Tips: 

· When the results are displayed, comments filed by the public will be in a list on the left, and FCC documents will be listed on the right

Full text (link from the Search for filings page): this will allow you to search by key word

Federal Register (http://www.federalregister.gov/)

alternate way to search regulatroy documents, from all agencies.  This site also gives you an overview of all the documents from all the regulatory agencies published today.  

Other tools: 

Hallikainen (http://www.hallikainen.com/FccRules/)

What: full text of FCC rules with table of contents

Highlights:

-emptier page for easier reading

-includes a link at bottom of rule section which looks up related cases or rulemaking which cite the rule

-updated daily

Who: individual lawyer, available for free supported by advertising

